
Beginning this month, 338 teams
from 284 high schools across
Pennsylvania will compete in dis-
trict and regional levels of the
Statewide Mock Trial Competition
sponsored by the Pennsylvania Bar
Association Young Lawyers
Division. 

Pennsylvania's mock trial pro-
gram, now in its 31st year, is one of
the largest in the nation.

During the competition, eight-
member student teams are given
the opportunity to argue both sides
of the case in an actual courtroom
before a judge. The students, who
play the roles of lawyers, witness-
es, plaintiffs and defendants, are
assisted by teacher coaches and
lawyer advisors in preparing for
competition. Lawyers and commu-
nity leaders serve as jurors for the
mock trials. The juries determine
the winners in each trial based on
the teams' abilities to prepare their

cases, present arguments and fol-
low court rules.

The district and regional levels
of the competition will continue
throughout February and March. At
the conclusion of the local compe-
titions, 12 high school mock trial
teams will advance to the
Pennsylvania Bar Association
Statewide Mock Trial
Championships, March 28 and 29,
in Harrisburg. The Pennsylvania
Cable Network will record the final
round of the competition for later
airing statewide.

The winning team of the state
championship will represent
Pennsylvania in the national mock
trial finals to be held May 8 to 10 in
Madison, Wis.

The Pennsylvania Bar
Foundation, the charitable affiliate
of the Pennsylvania Bar
Association, will provide funding
support for the statewide competi-

tion. 
This year's hypothetical case is a

civil trial to determine if a parent or
a high school track coach is liable
for the death of a student athlete
who was taking performance-
enhancing drugs.  

The case was written by
Jonathan A. Grode of Philadelphia,
Paul W. Kaufman of Philadelphia,
and Koltash, adapting, with per-
mission, a mock trial case created
by the Arizona Foundation for
Legal Services and Education and
the Young Lawyers of Arizona.

Bucks teams participating in the
2014 Statewide Mock Trial
Competition are from the following
schools: Archbishop Wood High
School (two teams), Bensalem
High School, Bristol High School,
Central Bucks High School East,
Central Bucks High School South,
Central Bucks High School West,
Council Rock High School North,
Holicong Middle School, Holy
Ghost Preparatory School (two
teams), Lenape Middle School
(two teams), New Hope-Solebury
High School and Pennridge High
School.
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WE WANT YOUR VIDEOS!
What do you love most about the Lambertville-New

Hope Winter Festival? Is it the Fire & Ice Ball or the

parade? Maybe it’s the concerts or the Chili Cook-Off? 

The Bucks County Herald wants your
2014 Winter Festival moments!

• Shoot a video that shows a part of the 17th Annual
Winter Festival, no more than 30 seconds in length.

• Send it to the Herald and we'll compile all of the
video clips into one full length video celebrating
everything that's great about this annual event shared
by the two riverside towns. 

• Include your name and where you are from and we'll
make sure you are credited for your contribution in
the final video.

Videos can be emailed to
deborah@buckscountyherald.com or uploaded

via the VIDEO DROPBOX at buckscountyherald.com

The Herald reserves the right to determine inclusion of any video into
the final cut.  All videos are subject to editing at the discretion 

of the Herald. 
YARDLEY: 215-493-4200 & DOYLESTOWN: 215-345-9333

Please visit us at METC.com for additional discounts & offers.

Voted Best Tutor Service in 2013 !
All Ages and All Subjects

All Test Prep - SAT, ACT, PSSA, etc.
Pay-As-You-Go and No Contracts

One-on-one tutoring with a motivational flair!

Holiday Special !

TRUE One-on-One Tutoring

METC Tutoring Studio - BC Herald Coupon

1 coupon per student. May not be used with 
any other offer. Expires 1-31-14

NEW CLIENTS ONLY - CALL FOR DETAILS

Holiday Special !

Full SAT/ACT Prep Program
METC Tutoring Studio - BC Herald Coupon

1 coupon per student. May not be used with 
any other offer. Expires 1-31-14

ONE-ON-ONE AVAILABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS

Happy Holidays from METC!

Ottsville school
hosts spaghetti 
dinner, open house

During Catholic Schools
Week, St. John the Baptist
Catholic School in Ottsville
hosts its annual Spaghetti
Dinner and School Open
House Jan.  25.

All of the festivities begin
at 4 p.m. and the entire
school will be open for
guests to visit. Teachers,
faculty and the principal
will be on hand for guests to
meet. 

The school is at 4040
Durham Road, Ottsville. 

For information, visit the
school’s Facebook page or
call 610-847-5523.

Bucks teams to compete in Mock Trial Competition

Bucks County Community
College hosts Financial Aid
Information Night 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5, in the Gateway
Auditorium on the campus at 275
Swamp Road, Newtown.  

At the free forum, parents and
students will learn how to complete
federal forms to apply for financial
aid at any college or university,
according to Donna Wilkoski,
director of financial Aid.  

“We’ll explain the details of the
FAFSA,” Wilkoski said, referring
to the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid. “People look at the
form and may find it’s overwhelm-
ing the first time they do it. But it’s
the best way to find out if you qual-
ify for aid, and the earlier you file,
the better.”

The FAFSA must be filled out
annually by college students and

their parents to determine eligibility
for federal financial aid. In addi-
tion, many states and schools use
the information on the form to
decide non-federal aid awards, such
as institutional grants and scholar-
ships.

Tobias Bruhn, executive director
of the Bucks County Community
College Foundation, will speak
about scholarship opportunities
available should a student choose
BCCC. 

Representatives from Bucks’
Financial Aid office will discuss the
types of aid offered through both
the federal government and the
Pennsylvania Higher Education
Assistance Agency (PHEAA).   

For information, call 215-968-
8200. In case of bad weather, the
program will take place
Wednesday, Feb. 12. 

BCCC hosts Financial Aid

Information Night

The Family Support
Organization of Hunterdon,
Somerset and Warren Counties
(FSO) offers a workshop, “Tough
Choices – Beyond Anger
Management,” at Spring Run
School at CEA in Flemington, N.J.

The free, eight-week course
begins Jan. 27 and deals with social
and emotional competency and is

offered for youth ages 13 to 17 who
need a diversion program or who
may need extra help as part of a
treatment program.

Topics covered include forgive-
ness, self-esteem, stress relief, cop-
ing mechanisms and empower-
ment. It also discusses using
strengths and talents to give back to
the community. 

The workshop will be held on
Monday nights from 5 to 7 p.m.
through March 24. There will be no
meeting on Feb.17. A light dinner
will be provided. 

A certificate of completion will
be awarded to anyone who com-
pletes all eight weeks. 

For information or to register,
call 908-223-1191 x16. 

Workshop for teens examines “Tough Choices”

Middle Bucks Institute of
Technology offers evening courses
for adults who want to learn a new
skill or increase existing skills.

Classes are scheduled to begin on
Feb. 4. 

Instruction is a combination of
classroom and hands-on activities
using the school equipment and
labs. The courses teach skills that
may lead to entry level jobs or
advancement in employment.

Adults can enroll in courses such
as automotive, carpentry, residen-
tial electricity, plumbing, small
engine repair, AutoCAD,
SolidWorks, machining, CNC, den-
tal assisting and computer topics.
Classes are now forming for cours-

es offered February through May. 
MBIT is offering a new evening

technical writing course for adults. 
Topics will include how to write

proposals, reports, business corre-
spondence, work orders and other
employment related documents.
Students will become comfortable
with technical vocabulary that is
used in nearly all fields of employ-
ment as well as how to structure
their formal writing.

The technical writing course runs
for six Tuesdays beginning Feb. 11,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The cost is
$145.

Course descriptions are available
at mbit.org. For information, con-
tact 215-343-2480 x218 or x108.

MBIT offers adult
evening classes

Musical 
high notes

New Hope-Solebury junior
Logan Mohr is participating
in District Band, Feb. 6 to 9 at
Upper Moreland High School.
She will  play the tenor sax.
Junior Hannah Jordan and
senior Andrea Detlefsen will
participate in the PMEA
District 11 Orchestra competi-
tion, which takes place Jan. 23
to 25 at Pennsbury High
School. They both will play the
violin. From left are Mohr,
Detlefsen and Jordan.


